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people were particularly prone to develop this insanity, it is sometimes
called dementia praecox, a "deterioration of youth." Actually, cases
can be found at all ages, the greatest number occurring between ages
twenty and thirty.
Xo other psychosis presents so baffling and varied an array of
symptoms, nor is any other psychosis so little understood. All of the
symptoms do not appear in any one patient, and an individual clinical
picture may change strikingly in a very short time. There are, though,
certain basic common denominators running through the behavior of
these patients. The outstanding characteristic is an emotional apathy
or indifference, coupled, frequently, with a disharmony between
intellectual and emotional reactions. Normal anger- or fear-producing
situations fail to bring forth the appropriate response. There is also
evidence of withdrawing behavior, as if the patient retreats from the
external world and has trouble distinguishing fact from fancy. The
result of such social retreat is to place a psychological barrier between
the patient and other people. He becomes socially inaccessible.
Attainment of rapport on the part of the physician is quite difficult and
at times impossible. There is increasing personality deterioration, the
patient becoming careless in behavior and appearance. Mental
deterioration may also occur. Ideas of reference and a self-centered-
ness of attitude are often found.
For purposes of classification, it has been found convenient to
describe four special types of schizophrenia. This does not mean that
we have to contend with separate and distinct conditions. It only
means that at the time of diagnosis a particular group of symptoms
predominated. These types have the common characteristics of
schizophrenia plus other particular symptoms. All schizophrenic
cases cannot be classified into any one definite type. Many are mixed
cases possessing symptoms of more than one type.
Simple schizophrenia is one of these types. The outstanding
characteristics are emotional apathy, indifference, a loss of ambition,
and general listlessness with some intellectual deterioration. The
individual may become asocial and seems to be increasingly preoccu-
pied with Ms awn daydreams or fantasies. The onset is so gradual it is
(frequently not noticed. Many cases are never hospitalized but
(manage to take care of themselves. It is quite possible that cases of
febis type are found among tramps, prostitutes, and the unemployed,
(It can occur at any age but is found most frequently among young
adults.
Bebephrenic schizophrenia is the classification given to a rather
large and varied group. The condition has a more sudden onset than